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TWO HEADS ARE BETTER THAN ONE................Neville and Mary Haskins 


ne of the most iconic finds from the excavation of the Palace at Fishbourne was the 
C ) remain of a head showing a young man. Indeed the find was used to illustrate the 

dust cover of the book on the discovery and excavation of the Palace (Cunliffe, 
1971). Originally thought to be a head of a local noble, recent research by Dr. Miles Russell 
(Russell and Manley, 2013) has suggested It may be the head of young Nero. 


Following the accidental discovery in 1960 of a substantial Roman 
building a series of excavations were carried out between 1961 and 1968. 
The excavations uncovered a series of rooms containing high status 
mosaic floors dating from the Ist C. AD. The earliest occupation seemed 
to date from not long after the Claudian invasion of 43 AD. The badly 
fragmented head was discovered in 1964 in a robber trench in the North 
Wing. If has recently been proposed (Russell and Manley 2013) that the 
head was part of the demolition material from the so-called proto palace 
dated AD 43-75. The remains comprise part of the right side of the head. 
Close examination appeared to show the damage was deliberate. The 
head has been scanned and a virtual reconstruction carried out (Russell 
The Fishbourne head and Manley). The suggestion following this work and comparison with 
other portrait busts is that if represents a teen-aged Nero, the head dating 
from the mid-first century AD. 





On arecent visit to Split, Croatia, the authors visited the wonderful Archaeology Museum. Founded 
in 1820 this is one of the oldest museums in SE Europe. If contains finds from the site of the Roman 
capital of Dalmatia called Salona which lies in the northern outskirts of Split. The finds in the museum 
contain the head of a young Nero, dated to the middle 1st century AD which looks very similar to the 
Fishbourne Head. 


Salona became the capital of the Roman province of Dalmatia following their support of Caesar 
during the war against Pompey. It became the Colonia Martia lulia Salona. In the 3rd C. AD the local 
boy made good (Emperor Diocletian) had a magnificent Palace built in the vicinity and retired here 
In 305 AD. The Palace is still extant as a substantial part of the city of Split in Croatia. During this period 
the last pogrom against the Christians took place and the bishop of Salona called Domnio was 
executed in the Amphitheatre. Following the Edict of Milan in 313 AD which 
granted religious tolerance the city of Salona was substantially remodelled to 
accommodate a shrine/cathedral dedicated to St. Domnio. However the city 
finally met its end in the 7th C when it was overrun by Avars and Slavs. 

The site has been excavated sporadically starting with an excavation by 
Franc Bulic in the 1890s. The unstable nature of the region up to the recent 
war (1991-1994) has led to subsequent interrupted excavations with the latest 
excavations in the later 1990s to 2000s. 


The Archaeology Museum, Split 
F , The finds from Salona deposited in the museum contain a marble head 
The Sal —— described (Marin, 2003) as young Nero, dated to the middle of the Ist century 
enon AD. (The museum label dates It to “the 2"¢-3'¢ decade of the 1st century AD” 


but as Nero was born in 37AD this must be incorrect.) The resemblance to the remains of the 
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Fishbourne head is notable. By manipulating the pictures in Photoshop Elements it was possible to 
overlay the pictures of the Fishbourne head on those from Salona. The images are superimposable 
(page 2). Sadly the one piece missing trom the Salona head is the chin which is more intact on the 
Fishbourne fragment but otherwise the match of the eye, nose and mouth is good. If was quite 
common in the Imperial period for more or less identical images of the Imperial family to be 
manufactured and sent around the Empire. If is not surprising that these heads should match even 
though they were found almost 1000 miles apart! Two heads are definitely better than one for 
affirming the identification of our head as the teenage Nero. 





The Fishbourne head superimposed on that of Salona 


NEWS OF THE PALACE 
Dr Robert Symmons, Curator 


The ultra-observant among you may have 
noticed some subtle changes in the North 
Wing since Christmas. Over the festive closed 
period the Palace team was joined by a team 
of scaffolders who worked for several days to 
erect, move and remove a complex system of 
scaffolding over some of our key mosaics. Why 


a 





did we engage in this time consuming, 
expensive and risky endeavour? Was It to 
capture important overhead images, some 
new conservation process or urgent roof 
repairs? 


No, but if you look Up you might notice that 
many of the light fittings have been moved. 
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Some fittings used to be located over the 
fragile mosaic floors and, because we could 
not put ladders up on them, it has been 
impossible to change the bulbs when they 
inevitably fail! So the scaffolders were called in 
to erect soecial temporary platforms that 
could straddle the delicate areas while we 
moved the lights to more accessible places. 


We hope that this has not adversely affected 
the quality of light in the North wing. In fact, 
because we took the opportunity fo convert 
the old tungsten bulbs to high quality LEDs 
many think the lighting is actually now better. 


It may seem like a lot of effort to go to (the 
process cost over £6500, not fo mention 
around 30 staff days), but with improved 
lighting, an 80% saving on electricity for every 
bulb converted, and a huge time saving 
because If is now much easier fo change bulbs 
which need changing much less offen, we 
think if was more than worth It. 


The Building Roman Britain Project 


Researchers from Bournemouth University 
have been working on a project to investigate 
the origins of the materials used in building the 
Palace. 

The ‘Building Roman Britain’ project is using 
portable X-ray fluorescence on brick, tile and 
stone from the stores to help identify where 
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quarries and tile kilns were located. The 
project is focusing On material from two 
significant early Roman sites — Fishbourne and 
Bath. 

We are in the early stages of this in-depth 
research project, but the results have the 
potential to further our understanding of the 
early days of the Romanisation of Britain, by 
giving us a fascinating insight into the 
organisation and production of building 
materials in a new province. 


CUPID ON A DOLPHIN 


Committee member David Martin has 
produced from his archive another of his 
original photos of the excavations which he 
visited at the Palace in 1961/62 (several 
appeared in our June 2015 newsletter). 
Readers will recognize the famous second 
century mosaic Cupid on a Dolphin from North 
Wing room 7. 





Visitors fo the Palace have in their minds the 
image of the building at its most impressive. 
Yet by the middle of the second century the 
eastern end of the North Wing had become 
unsafe through subsidence and was 
demolished. The remainder was converted into 
a more manageable unit and furnished with 
fournew mosaics. Room N7, with this mosaic, 
became the principal room. It is interesting to 
re-read the judgment of Professor Barry 
Cunliffe in his book on the excavations. On the 
Cupid: 


While the drawing and shading has a certain 
lively quality, especially the body muscles which 
are particularly well conceived, the strange 
outlining of the figure in black has ruined the effect 
of the curly hair and has made the hands into 
rather amorphous shapes. The spacing of the figure 
within the circle...is also unhappy and to deflect 
the eye from the large area of white in the lower 
half stylized rocks have been drawn.” 


—______[ ; 





Cunliffe comments on the pair of sea horses: 


“The workmanship of the southern beast (bottom 
right in the photo) is brilliantly assured 

....Ais opposite number is much less happy, a poor 
emaciated ill-spaced thing, surely the work of a 
different and less skilled craftsman.” 


He describes the border of twisted guilloche as 
“not without interest as it shows two distinct styles 
of workmanship, the northern part was rather less 
ambitious in choice of colour but the mosaicist was 
good at making the guilloche turn corners. The 
southern part was more varied in colour range but 
the corners were incompetently handled...clear 
evidence of the work of different people.” 


He sums up: “While the dolphin floor is a great 
advance on the Medusa mosaic, it still shows a 
faltering uncertainty in construction, which 
incidentally adds enormously to its interest and 
visual impact. ”’ 


Family Fun at half term! 


Monday 15 - Friday 19 February, 10am-4om 


Find out all about 
daily life at the Palace 
nearly 2,000 years ago. 
Come along to the 
Family Fun Days event 
and take part in lots of ; | 
different activities exploring daily life in Roman 
times. There will be a chance to try spinning 
and weaving, dress in Roman costume, find 
out what happened at the bath house, make 
a clay lamp, play Roman games and much 
more! 

Don't miss the opportunity to visit the Roman 
kitchen, taste food based on original Roman 
dishes and make some Roman bread to take 
away. 





Quilts & Tapestries 


Look out for a new 
display coming To 
the Collections 
Discovery Centre this 
month. We are 
mounting a small 
exhibition of some 
stunning textile art 
works created by 
local groups inspired 
by their heritage. 


The exhibition will include the Patchwork 
Communities Quilf on loan from the Novium 
museum in Chichester, as well as an 
embroidery of Fishbourne village produced for 
the turn of the millennium and a quilt inspired 
by the designs on the mosaics found here at 
Fishbourne. 

The exhibition will be on show for the next 
few months and offers visitors a chance fo see 
how others have been inspired by many 
different aspects of the past. 


Coastal Discoveries 


Monday 11 April, 10.30am-4.000m 

Take part in a day course exploring the 
archaeology of Fishbourne Roman Palace and 
the Mary Rose. This soecial day gives you a 
chance fo find out more about the discovery 
and preservation of these two nationally 
important sites. There will be a chance fo try 
your hand at some of the skills required by 
archaeologists - Gee —— 
and conservators, 
and to see how 
techniques have 
developed over 
time. There will 
also be 
opportunities to 
handle original 
artefacts from 
both sites. 

At the end of the 
day, participants 
can also take part 
InN an optional 
guided walk down to the harbour to see how 
the relationship with the sea was so important 
for the Palace aft Fishbourne. For more details 
and fo find out how to book, please visit their 
website: 
https://sussexpast.co.uk/properties-to- 
discover/fishbourne-roman-palace 





FRIENDS NEWS 


From the Chairman, Pam Crowe 

| don’t make New Year Resolutions but | do like 
to take stock during January though, unlike 
Janus, | prefer not to look backwards but To 
look forward to the year ahead. As | write this 
lam contemplating the half-term activities at 
the Palace and wondering to which particular 
oursuit | shall be directed this time. | do enjoy 
helping the children to enjoy themselves and 
have to smile at some of the funny things they 
say. It is very gratifying to know that we 
Friends contribute to the Palace's ability to 
continue to provide such events to interest the 





next generations in our heritage. In turn, we 
need to continue and | hope that every 
member will renew his/her subscription and, 
like the children, come and enjoy the Palace 
again this year. 

As a Friend you are also a member of the 
SE (West) Region of BAfM (the British Association 
of Friends of Museums) and we have recently 
been advised that the Regional Conference this 
year will be held at Portsmouth Royal Dockyard on 
8th June. | have always found the speakers 
interesting and the day will include the 
opportunity to look around the Dockyard including 
HMS Victory and HMS M33 which has lately been 
restored and is the sole remaining veteran of the 
Gallipoli Campaign. If you are interested in 
attending please let me know (tel. 01329 282663 
or email pcrowe714@yahoo.co.uk) and | will 
send you a copy of the booking information 
when | receive If. 

| look forward to seeing as many of you as 
possible at the AGM on 23rd April. 


A gentle reminder 

Please don't forget that membership 
renewals were due on | February. Our 
subscription rate is again unchanged at £18.50 
single and £37 double. If you have already 
paid up — thank you! If not, we hope you will 
renew your membership and help us to 
continue to help the Palace in the coming 
year. Details of how to pay are on our website. 


Our search for volunteers for election to 
the posts of Treasurer and Newsletter Editor 
have produced no response. Neither of 
these jobs is time-consuming and they can 
be done online from anywhere (though if a 
volunteer prefers fo run the account on 
paper, that is perfectly possible). 
Committee members serve for just 4 years 
so there need be no fear of being stuck. 
The Friends cannot run without its 
committee members. The current Treasurer 
will be pleased fo give information on these 
two positions fo enquirers, so if you think you 
might be interested, contact 


guylockton@gqmail.com. Please do not 
delay; the matter is urgent. 
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